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supported reports of the second and third generations are
not accepted by al-Shafi'i, except when their " continuity "
is established in some other way. However, such reports
are considered by the Hanifites and by Malik to be superior
to supported reports (musnad*). They are thought to be
superior because it is customary that the just man (ladl},
when he is convinced about the truth of a report and its
support, omits the support and links it directly to the Pro-
phet, saying " The Prophet said; " but when he is not con-
vinced about it, he refers it to the person from whom he
heard it.1 Thus, a certain Hasan is reported to have said:2
" Whenever four of the Companions agreed before me on
a hadlth, I used to ascribe it directly to the Prophet." Simi-
lar statements were made by others.

(b) " Real Discontinuity/7 This happens when the re-
port contradicts an evidence stronger than itself, such as,
for example, the Koran or the mutawatir, or when there
is a defect in the transmitter (naqil).

Contradiction, the first kind of " real discontinuity," may
occur in the following four ways: (i) when the report
contradicts the Koran; (2) when it contradicts the "es-
tablished sunnah " that is the sunnah based on the mutawatir
and the mash-hur; (3) when an "individual" report
has not reached the degree of mash-hur3 in spite of the
fact that there is a general need for such a report; (4)
when it has been denounced by the Companions.

When it contradicts the Koran, the report is overruled
in every case. There is invoked for justification of this
overruling the following hadlth: "After my death the
hadlths will multiply; when therefore a hadlth is related to

1 Pazdawi, p. 724.

2 Kashf, ibid.

8 Taqrlr, vol. ii, pp. 295-7; Talwib, p. 37*-